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3 The Simla Agreement was praised as wel] as blamed. It was praised
)l proposed for peaceful settlement of all Ind

A 0-Pak issues and disputes
hrough bilateral negotiations. 2) The repudiation of the use of force for

ent of disputes amounted to a no war pact. 3) The provision for troops
I'j__f”' ywal and exchange of territories won in war was designed to secure
silitary disengagement on the borders. 4) The agreement over the line of actual
antrol and ceasefire rendered the presence of U.N. Observers in Kashmir
edundant. 5) The clause for ratification of the Agreement by both sides gave

alegal base, and 6) The Simla Agreement was made without any outside help.

|
)

The Agreement was blamed because 1) It failed to resolve the immediate

natriation of the Prisoners of War (POWs). 2) It mentioned Kashmir but failed

find a final settlement of Kashmir issue. 3) It had nor clinched a direct no war

¢t. 4) It had not made any provision for a joint machinery for effectively

dline the Indo-Pak relations. 5) The Agreement was at best a piecemeal
ch-potch arrangement for it failed to secure a package deal to solve pending
ies, and 6) It envisaged no guarantee that Pakistan would reduce its military
senditure. However, it must be pointed out that the Simla Agreement provided
" asis for all subsequent talks, dialogues and negotiations between India
Pakistan. In this sense, the year 1972 may be called a Year of Triumph.

%6 “Greatest Leader”

. i_]:

 After the Indo-Pak war of 1971, Indira Gandhi’s position s_cemed
Nassailabe. Her war victory won the admiration ofall. She was the .undlspu?ej
ader of her paty, covernment and the nation. Congress was solidly behm‘:i
B er Government was stable with a two thirds majority in the Lok Shaba an

f_-muntry hailed her as its heroine. She was at the pinnacle of powe

“8ied as “The greatest leader India had ever had”."

| References
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